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BREEDERS’ CUP AND MAKER’S MARK® ANNOUNCE MULTI-YEAR PARTNERSHIP
The two brands aim to raise $1 million to benefit Breeders’ Cup Charities

LEXINGTON, Ky. (July 22, 2015) — The Breeders’ Cup, Thoroughbred racing’s most
prestigious international event, and Maker’s Mark®, the original premium bourbon, have
announced a new partnership that will aim to raise $1 million for charity over the next three
years. Beginning with the 32" Breeders’ Cup World Championships taking place October 30
and 31 at Keeneland Race Course in Lexington, Ky., the two iconic brands will collaborate on a
limited-edition collection of Maker’'s Mark bottles, each of which will feature a previous Breeders’
Cup champion. The proceeds from these bottles will be donated to various local and
thoroughbred-industry charities through Breeders’ Cup Charities, the official charity outreach
program of Breeders’ Cup. In addition to the special bottles being created, Maker's Mark will
also be featured in a signature cocktail at the racecourse and for all of the major Breeders’ Cup
parties and hospitality events throughout the week, including Taste of the World and the Finish
Line Celebration Party.

“‘We couldn’t be more excited about this partnership with Maker’'s Mark,” said Craig Fravel,
President and CEO of the Breeders’ Cup. “We reached out to Maker’s Mark on the very day we
announced this year's World Championships would be at Keeneland because of the brand’s
roots here and the esteem in which Maker’s Mark is held all over the world. That makes them a
perfect partner, and it's a milestone for the Breeders’ Cup, illustrating the evolution of the event.”

The five limited-edition Maker's Mark bottles will represent AP Indy, Cigar, Lure, Personal
Ensign and Zenyatta and be colored in the silks their respective jockeys wore during their
illustrious careers. Three of the bottles, AP Indy, Lure and Personal Ensign, will be released this
fall, just before the Breeders’ Cup World Championships at a ticketed event held at Keeneland
on Thursday, October 29. The event, titted Champions for Charity, will be held in the VIP
Maker’s Mark Bourbon Lounge at Keeneland, an upscale area designed to be the go-to, on-site
social locale at the track during the week. Attendees at the event will have the opportunity to bid
on the bottles through a silent auction, with 100% of the donations going to the following
organizations through Breeders’ Cup Charities: Grayson-Jockey Club Research Foundation,
Kentucky Horse Park Foundation, The Lexington Cancer Foundation, Inc.®, The Race for
Education, Thoroughbred Aftercare Alliance and University of Kentucky® Markey Cancer
Center Foundation. The fourth bottle featuring Zenyatta will then be released in 2016, and the


mailto:jgluckson@breederscup.com
mailto:ablue@nikecomm.com
mailto:drew.tybus@evins.com

fifth featuring Cigar in 2017. To further personalize the bottles, connections to the five
champions will pre-sign each of their respective bottles. To attend the party with the auction of
the Maker’s Mark Breeders’ Cup-themed bottles, please visit
https://www.breederscup.com/champions-for-charity or contact (859) 514-9428.

“This is a great partnership all around for us,” said Maker's Mark Chief Operating Officer Rob
Samuels. “When my grandparents created Maker's Mark, Keeneland was their first customer
and many of their friends were in the thoroughbred industry. So we’ve always had a soft spot for
charities connected with the sport. And what an honor to be part of such a prestigious event as
the first Breeders’ Cup ever to take place at Keeneland.”

Beyond the fundraising bottle event and being involved with all the week’s activities, Maker’s
Mark will also be promoting the Breeders’ Cup in various off-premise market locations. As part
of the multi-year partnership, Maker's Mark also will be closely involved with the World
Championships when it returns to Santa Anita in 2016 and for its debut at Del Mar in 2017.

About Breeders’ Cup

The Breeders’ Cup administers the Breeders’ Cup World Championships, Thoroughbred
racing’s year-end Championships. The Breeders’ Cup also administers the Breeders’ Cup
Challenge qualifying series, which provides automatic starting positions into the Championships
races. The 2015 Breeders’ Cup World Championships, consisting of 13 (grade I) races and
purses totalling $26 million, will be held Oct. 30-31 at Keeneland in Lexington, KY and will be
televised live by the NBC Sports® Group. Breeders’ Cup press releases appear on the
Breeders’ Cup Web site, http://www.breederscup.com/. You can also follow the Breeders’ Cup
on social media platforms Facebook, Twitter and YouTube.

About Maker’s Mark® Bourbon

In 1954, at a small Victorian distillery in Loretto, Kentucky, Bill Samuels, Sr. fulfilled his dream to
create a pioneering handmade bourbon that, for the first time, would appeal both to bourbon
and to non-bourbon drinkers alike, that tasted good and exemplified good taste, and wouldn’t
“blow your ears off,” which was the measure by which bourbons were judged at the time. He
decided to make his whisky in small-batches of 19 barrels, developed a proprietary barrel char
to enhance the softness and sweetness of his whisky, and then rotated each barrel by hand to
ensure exposure to consistent temperatures throughout the warehouse, and, ultimately, he
aged each barrel to taste. Bill Samuels, Sr. unknowingly and unintentionally, fired the shot that
started the Bourbon Revolution, and transformed bourbon from a “commodity” into a premium
handcrafted spirit, giving rise to the modern era of bourbon. Today, Maker's Mark® continues to
make its bourbon the same way Bill Samuels, Sr., did 60 years ago, in small batches by
craftsmen who hand-dip each bottle. In 2010, in tribute to his father’s spirit of innovation, Bill
Samuels, Jr. unveiled Maker’s 46®, a totally new bourbon that reflects the distinct character of
Maker's Mark® but has a bigger, bolder and complex taste without any hint of
bitterness. Maker's Mark® Bourbon (45% alc./vol.) and Maker's 46® (47% alc./vol.) are
distilled, aged and bottled by the Maker’s Mark Distillery, Inc., in Loretto, Kentucky. In 1980, the
distillery was designated a National Historic Landmark, becoming the first distillery in America to
be so recognized, and has also been decreed as the "world’s oldest operating bourbon whisky
distillery” by Guinness World Records®. The Maker's Mark Distillery is one of the
Commonwealth of Kentucky’s most popular tourist destinations, attracting hundreds of
thousands of visitors annually. For more information, please visit the Maker's Mark® website
(www.makersmark.com).

All trademarks are the property of their respective owners.
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