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Objective 

 
• Provide update on data currently in the Jockey 

Injury Database 
• Provide Considerations for Future Directions 

 



• http://youtu.be/RzyJYH0kMVE 
 
 
 

http://youtu.be/RzyJYH0kMVE


 



 
 

• The new data collection system has been 
created with the assistance of Keeneland, 
The Jockey Club and the National 
Thoroughbred Racing Association (NTRA) 
Safety and Integrity Alliance. 
 



 



Professional Jockeys 
• On average weigh approximately 110 pounds 
 
• Reported to be in better physical condition than 

professional football, baseball, basketball, and 
hockey players. 



Professional Jockeys 
• Ride an animal which weighs approximately 

2,000 pounds, running at speeds of 45 mph. 
 
• Injuries at these speeds can have catastrophic 

consequences 



• Jockey Injury Database 
 
Currently 369 entries 



 



 



 



























• Of the 148 incidents where there was an 
injury, 111 did not return the same day and 
37 were able to return the same day 
 

• 263 total incidents in database where a 
jockey came off a horse.  
 

• Of those, 163 resulted in an injury 



Challenges 

• In order to capture the incidence of an injury  



Incidence 

• Need Number of 
– Race Rides 
– Races 
– Race Meets 

 
– Usually Number of new injuries or Fall per 1000 

exposures or per 1000 race rides 



Future Considerations 

• Under representative data 
– Based on 1993-1996 study by waller 6500 

injuries 
– Therefore ~ 1000- 2000 per year 

 



Future Considerations 

• COOPERATION OF  
– JOCKEYS 
– Tracks 
– Regional Managers 

• Initiative 
• Importance of factors we can’t control 
• Common denominator 
• Accreditation 

 



Future Considerations 

• Identification of Injuries will provide the ability 
to better protect and seek preventative 
mechanisms to put the welfare of the Jockey 
at the forefront 

 
• Better understanding equipment needs and 

Medical Response 



Thanks 
 



January 16, 2009 Thank You! 
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